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RHPP Directors, Regional Center Directors, AHEC Scholar Faculty Mentors
October 3, 2019
11:00-12:00pm
AHEC Zoom Meeting
Dr. Dan Derksen
Shelley Vaughn, Carlos Gonzales, Christy Pacheco, Elizabeth Hall-Lipsy,
Jen Peters,
Jeri Byrne, Sean Clendaniel, Marica Martinic
Janet Cooley, Renee Gregg, Jake Schwarz, Theresa Allison, Ana Mendez,
Marc Verhougstraete, Bridget Wicks
Jennifer Zuniga, Colleen Reed, Amanda Perkins, Sonia Cota-Robles,
Edgardo Figueroa
ANNOUNCEMENT/DISCUSSION

Information provided by:

Meeting was
called to order at
11:00 a.m.

Welcome & Introductions

Discussion

Federal requirement for AHEC funding is to have 10% of
Jennifer Zuniga
participants in COM-T and COM-PHX do community-based
rotations which would occur outside of their home institution. COMT reports they are at 15.8% of rotations occurring within those
communities; COM-Phoenix reports 10.03% of their rotations
were in community settings in 2018-19.
Proposed AHEC Scholars Mentors-RHPP Meeting survey inprogress, includes location preference in Tucson and/or Phoenix.
-

Jen Peters suggests ideas around cohort team building
Jen Peters
with communities before, during, and after the
Marc Verhougstraete
experience. Marc Verhougstraete agrees bringing cohorts
together and sharing experiences with both cohort years
would be a valuable experience for all.

AHEC Scholars 2019/2021 – Upcoming events include
-

-

Jennifer Zuniga

October: Environmental Health and Justice pre-recorded
video presentation by Marc Verhougstraete.
November: Seminar/Simulated Experience/Pandemic
Event Survey in progress which will occur in Phoenix and
Tucson and was developed for 2019-2021 cohort, but
could potentially be available to 2018-2020 cohort.
January 2020 immersion date has been set for weekend
of January 25, 2020.

Center contract status – four state contracts were finalized and a
fifth is under review. Federal center contracts were delayed.
Centers should contact Amanda with questions.

Amanda Perkins

Not all RHPP programs have submitted their final financial report
for last year. These are overdue and need to be submitted asap.
The Continuing Education needs survey was distributed. Data is
being analyzed, and will be reported in an upcoming meeting.

Jennifer Zuniga

AHEC Interprofessional Conference Planning – April 2020
-

Survey with opportunities for participation was sent to all
Center directors, RHPP directors and faculty mentors. The

Jennifer Zuniga
Christy Pacheco
Renee Gregg

-

save the date announcement was sent for wide
distribution to students.
We are developing objectives and the agenda for
conference; looking at what student needs are, speaker
opportunities, and simulation activities.
Renee Gregg has two topic areas she would be
interested in presenting: Az and Pain Addiction
Curriculum; Self-Care Management for Students.
Suggestion to have inter-professional panel with vignettes
and hands on experience.
Plans include inter-professional facilitators within each
group.
Some AHEC Scholars in Cohort 2 would be interested in
presenting posters.
A suggestion was made to have job fair booths for
students to learn about opportunities in rural communities.

NAHEC Residency Program looking at how they are supporting
and encouraging residents to remain in Arizona to address
community health needs. Need to mobilize and help communities
understand what AHEC does and connection to their daily lives.
Regional Director for HHS Region IX, Ed Heidig, visited UA-Tucson
campus earlier this week. He heard overviews of rural and urban
underserved outreach efforts across programs and departments.
Dr. Derksen leads the UAHS Interprofessional Education (IPE)
Strategic Plan Initiative. The bold goal is to be the nation’s top
innovator in lifelong IPE and practice through learner experiences
harmonized across the five UAHS Colleges and the state through
longitudinal, large and small group, online, onsite and community
based activities. Email Dan Derksen if you are interested in
helping to create modules or vignettes for students and learners.
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) Mentors follow-up: ADHS
received CDC funding and has executed an interagency service
agreements (ISA) to fund training and support for new MAT
waivered licensed Arizona physicians and link them with
experienced MAT Mentors in the state.
A primary care track with tuition remission/scholarships for COMT and COM-PHX medical students interested in primary care
practice in Arizona after completing residency training is being
developed, as a result of a 2019 state appropriation. Currently
working on criteria and data elements for accepted medical
students starting in the Spring of 2020.
Adjournment at
11:58am

Marica Martinic

Jennifer Zuniga

