
 
MEETING:   RHPP Directors, Regional Center Directors, AHEC Scholar Faculty Mentors 
DATE:    September 19, 2019        
TIME:    11:00-12:00pm 
PLACE:    AHEC Zoom Meeting 
HOST: Dr. Dan Derksen 
RHPP Director Attendees: Shelley Vaughn, Carlos Gonzales, Christy Pacheco, Elizabeth Hall-Lipsy, 

Jen Peters, Jonathan Cartsonis, Leila Barraza, Diane Nunez 
Center Director Attendees: Gail Emrick, Sean Clendaniel, Marica Martinic, Claudia Gonzalez for 

Brissa Garcia 
Faculty Mentor Attendees: Janet Cooley, Renee Gregg, Anthony Saenz, Judith Hunt, Theresa Allison, 

Carol Moffett 
Other Attendees: Jennifer Zuniga, Colleen Reed, Amanda Perkins, Sonia Cota-Robles, 

Nicole Paredes 
          

ITEM ANNOUNCEMENT/DISCUSSION ACTION/FOLLOW-UP 

Meeting was 
called to order at 
11:00 a.m. 

Welcome & Introductions  

AHEC Scholars 
Orientation, 
Immersion 
Weekend  
Sept 7-8 
 

Centers and RHP Programs were reminded that their narrative 
annual report is now due. 
 
NAHEC Scholars did have an opportunity to visit Tuba City. This 
year the immersive experience included a list of community 
organizations with addresses to visit, a scavenger hunt list, $2.50 
for lunch so that they could make food decisions based on the 
budget of a family receiving support from the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program (SNAP).  
 
SEAHEC Scholars included 10 students from UA and ASU and 8 
students from 3 Mexico Universities. They completed a windshield 
tour at the border and then travelled across the border to get an 
overview of Mexico’s health system. Scholars were able to 
participate in a mosquito clean-up with health workers throughout 
the community. During wrap-up scholars participated in songs, 
skits, and further discussions.  

CAAHEC Scholars had a successful experience reviewing 
community health center models and then had an opportunity to 
give back by creating care packages for community health 
workers and patients for a health fair.  

WAHEC Scholars included nine students who had an engaging 
rural America/border experience. Students were able to visit a 
homeless shelter and museum, attend RCBH and mental health 
care presentations. 

EAHEC Scholars included 13 students who participated in a 
bonding/ice breaker experience and participated in a community 
panel lunch discussion. Scholars were able to develop project 
ideas and 4 rotation requests have already been received for 
this area.  

It would be helpful to have a recorded session with information 
pertaining to project deadlines, executive summary, paper 
deadlines with an explanation of all the components/logistics that 
scholars need to consider. A conference call with the scholars to 
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answer questions and get feedback would be also beneficial and 
is being considered. 

Program Office  Upcoming monthly AHEC Scholars seminars offered by zoom for 
2019-21 cohort. All needed materials can be found on the Box 
cohort or faculty mentor folder. We are still looking for some 
additional seminar topics. 

Survey will be sent out later today regarding dates for the 
Spring Immersion for the 2019-21 cohort. It would be beneficial 
for all participants if we could pick the Fall 2020 and Spring 
2021 dates once college calendars have been set during Spring 
2020.  

RHPP field experience input into Salesforce will be available 
within the next few weeks.   

Center federal contracts may be delayed for a several weeks. 
Center state contracts can be expected shortly. ASU and NAU 
should have their RHPP contracts. UA RHPP contracts have 
received their first two transfers.  Any additional questions or 
concerns should be directed to Amanda.  

UA RHPPs will be asked to include financial edoc information 
when they pay for housing on behalf of students.  This will ensure 
compliance with UA Policies.   Amanda will provide additional 
information as soon as the related Sales Force module is live.   

A newly supported RHPP position within COM-T and COM-P will 
work with preceptors and sites to address the requirement that 
10% of medical students do community-based rotations.   

Evaluation plan update was submitted to HRSA on 9/18/19. 

The possibility of a Tribal AHEC in Arizona is expected to be 
considered in the 2020 Legislative Session.  AHEC is arranging 
for a meeting on October 30th to help plan for a tribal 
consultation.     
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Adjournment at  
11:57am 

  


