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Presentation Agenda

● Discuss the process of engaging with the community

● Identify methods of educating the community

● Support local partners in empowering the Community



Engaging the Community



Identification of Knowledge Gaps: 
The Nogales, AZ Community



Identification of Knowledge Gaps

A weekend long immersion seminar was held in Nogales, AZ with all AHEC 

scholars. The purpose was to conduct a windshield survey to familiarize 

ourselves with the community and get a feel for what health disparities 

may be present. This would be the basis for our community assessment.



Identification of Knowledge Gaps

In our partnership and collaboration with SEAHEC, our next 

step was to analyze and identify gaps in the community 

assessment conducted by Holy Cross Hospital to design a 

project that would contribute to improving the Nogales, AZ 

community. One of the gaps that we identified was opioid 

prevalence within the community. 



Educating the Community



The BLAISER Survey



The BLAISER Survey



The BLAISER Survey



Empowering the Community



The Santa Cruz Opioid Consortium

Our Intervention Partners

SEAHEC

● Opioid Planning Initiative 

○ BLAISER survey data to inform 

strategic plan

○ Community education efforts

● Connected us with local youth health 

groups

● “Train-the-trainer” community 

intervention

○ SEAHEC Scholars

Youth

Community



The Cree Project

Our Intervention Partners (cont.)

Nogales Youth

● Presentation materials, research, 

resources

○ Backbone of the intervention 

curriculum

● Guidance and feedback

● SEAHEC’s Future Health Leaders

● Mariposa Community Health Services

● Circles of Peace



Our Intervention: 

• Define opioids

• Discuss the effect of opioids on the brain and 
the body

• Identify what population is affected by opioids

• Recognize the signs of an opioid overdose

• Recall what you can do to help someone who is 
using opioids



1. ENGAGE: Rural Communities are Unique

2.   EDUCATE: Integrate Services and Systems

3.   EMPOWER: Be a Voice for Rural Populations

AHEC Scholars Program Conclusion

As healthcare professionals, it is important we...
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